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NORTMUMBERLAND MISSIONARY SOCIBTY. 


On the invitation of the Northumberland 
Presbytery published in’ the newspapers, a 
number of gentlemen met in the school-house 
in the town of Milton. on Wednesday, the 21st 
of October 1817, for the purpose of more com- 
pietely organizing the Missionary Seciety in- 
stiiuted by said Presbytery at their last ses- 
sions.— Whereupon the Rev. John Bryson was 
appointed chairman, and the Rev. Robert F. 
N. Smith, secretary of the meeting. Opened 
wit! prayer by the chairman. 

The folloving Constitution was adopted. 


Art. I. Ti:is Society shall be denominated the 
& vurthumberland Missionary Society.” 

Art. ID. Tie object of this Society shall be to 
supply with the preaching of the gospel, the 
destitute within our own limits, or to aid the 





funds and facilitate the operations of the Unit- 


vice of this Society, shall receive from its funds 
for their services, forty dollars per month. 

Art. VIIF. The surplus funds of this society, 
shall be paid over to the Treasurer of the Unit- 
ed Foreign Missionary Socicty, or to the Mis- 
sionary fund of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, at the discretion of the 


Art. 1X. ‘The funds received from members 
of the Dutch Reformed and Associate Reform 
ed churches shall be sacredly applied exclu- 
sively in aid of the United Foreign Missionary 
Society, unless they shall specially direct a 
different application of them to be made. 

Art, X. ‘he formatiou of Missionary Asso- 
ciations, to aid the funds of this society, shall 
be promoted by its members whenever oppor- 
tunity offers, and it shall specially be the duty 
of Missionaries supported by this society, to 
endeavor to form such associations whenever it 
may be practicable. 

Art. XI. Any association of persons, male or 
female, who shall contribute to this society ten 
dollars, shall have the privilege of sending one 
deputy to the society, who shall enjoy all the 
privileges of any other member, and for every 
additional ten dollars, they shall have a right to 
appoint another representative. 

Art. XII. The society shal! annually report 
its proceedings to every Ecclesiastical Judica- 
tory within its limits and friendly to its views. 





| Art. XII. This constitution may be altered 


Board of Managers. | 


documents, and we shall occasionally make our 
readers acquainted with their contents. The 
missionary spirit is fast growing in our 
country, and weare glad to say amongst the 
members of this particular denomination of 
Christians. ‘The Board conclude their last re- 
port with the following words. 

«¢ In review of their labors for the last year, 
the board invite the assembly to unite with 
them, in giving hearty thanks and animated 
ascriptions of praise to the Great Head of the 
Church, for the prosperity which he has been 
pleased to impart to their exertions in promol- 
‘ing the cause of domestic missions. Several 
‘charches have been formed ; and many auxilia- 
ry Missionary Societies have been established, 
‘aided by a greater number of Missionary As- 
‘sociations. The gospel has been preached to 
‘thousands in destitute regions; and a large 


| 


‘number of our fellow sinners have been called 








out of darkness into marvellous light, and add- 
ed to the church. Such remarkable success, 
while it calls for our gratitude and praise, 
should animate us to persevere with cheerful 
hope in the great and benevolent works in 
which we are engaged. 

«Phe Assembly will doubtless be ready to 
assist the Board in procuring more extensive 
‘means for sending the gospel to the destitute, 
They want both missionaries and funds. The 
‘T.cological Seminary has furnished them with 








a number of valuable Missionarics ; and to 


ed Foreign Missionary Society. or to aid the; at any annual meeting of the sociciy, by a vote! that Institution they confidently look for a suc- 


funds and facilitate the operations of the Board 
of Missions acting ander the authority of the 


‘ 
; 


Art. TE. Any person paying not less than: 


one dollar on subscribing, and not less than one; 
dollar annually, shall be a member of this so- 


ciety ; and any person paying at one time thir-| 
ty dcllars, or asum, whict added to his former 
payments, shall amount to thirty dollars, shall, 


be a member for life, without further contribu-) 


tions. 


Milton, on the third Wednesday of October. 
Art. V. The officers of this society shall bea 
President, three Vice Presidents, a Secretary, 


and Treasurer, and nine lay Managers, toge-| 


Art. IV. This Society shall meet annually at} 





ther with all ministers ofthe Presbyterian, Re- 


formed Dutch, and Associate Reformed church- 
es who shall be members of this society. These | 


officers shall be elected at the annual meetings; 


of the Society, and shall constitute a Board of 
Managers, four of whom with the President or 
one of the Vice-Presidents, or five without ei- 
ther of them, shall be a quorum to do business. 


Art. VI. The Board of Managers shall have) 
the direction of all the affairs of the society, in| 


the intervals between its meetings, and shall 


annually report their proceedings to the So-) 


ciety. 


4rt. VIE. Missionaries employed in the ser-| years 1817 and 1818, These are important) 











The following persons were chosen officers 
of the Northumberland Missionary Society, for 
the ensuing year. 


—— President.....00..Rev. John Bryson. 


. Rev. John B. Patterson. 
_  Vice-Presidents. + Dan Caldwell, Esq. 
David Rittenhouse, Esq. 
SCCretary..occeeekev. Thomas Hood. 
Treasurer...o....0...James P. Sanderson. 


{ Daniel Scudder. 
Bethuel Vincent. 
John Boyd. 

Daniel Vincent. 

John Ireland. 

Daniel Montgomery. 
Jobn Davidson. 
Samuel Hepburn. 
Henry Lantz. 


se 9 Geese 


‘Boarp oF Misst10ns, acting under the authori- 
_ ty of The General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the United States of America. 


oa 


Lay Managers.. 








‘this Board to the General Assembly for the 


We have at length received the report of 


of the majority of all the members, or of two cession of such missionaries. 
thirds of the members present. 


General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church | 
in the United States of America. r 


| In the conclusion of their report, the Board 
' would respectfully submit to the Assembly the 
jconsideration of the question, whether means 
|could not be devised for introducing more unity 
‘of operations in conducting missions, than pre- 
vail at present in our church. Were the so- 
cieties that now act independently, to become 
auxiliary to this Board, it would neither cramp 
their exerlions, nor diminish their funds,” 
They have published the following 


FORM OF 4 CONSTITUTION 
For an Auciiary Missionary Society. 


Art 4. This Society shall be denominated 
‘«*The Auxiliary Missionary Society of ” 

Art. 2. The object of this society shall be to 
supply with the preaching of the gospel the des- 
titute within our own limits, and to aid the 
funds, and facilitate the operations, of «© The 
Board of Missions acting under the authority 
of The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America.” 

Art. $. Any person paying — dollars on sub- 
scribing, and one dollar annually, shall be a 
member of this society ; and any person pay- 
ing at one time twenty dollars, or a sum which 
added to his former payments shall amount to 
twenty dollars, sal] be a member for life, with- 
out further contributions. 

Art. 4. This Society shall meet annually ag 
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-——~ on the ——— day o? 
the report of its proceedings shall be read, and. 
its ofticers shall be chosen. The officers shall, 
bea President, Secretary and ‘Treasurer, | 


Art. 5. A Standing Committce of seven per-| 
sons shall be chosen at the same time 5 any four) 


of whom shall be a quorum to do business. It 
shall be the duty of this committee to employ 


Missionaries,—to prescribe their roates and Gx || 


their stations,—to obtain and collect subscrip- 
tions aud donations to the funds of the society— 
to manage the general business when the socie- 
ty is not im session—and to report at every an- 
nual meeting of the society an account of their 


preecedivgs. 





Ait. 6. ‘The missionaries employed shall be. 


either Licentiates or Ordained Ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church, in good and regular 
st:nding, Whom the standing committee may 
decm suitable persons ; or such persons as may 
he sent by the Board of Missions, on the ap- 
plication of the standing committee. 

Art. 7. Vhe missionaries shall labor within 
the limits of this society, and parts adjacent 
which may be destitute; they shall receive from 
the funds of this society for their services $40 
per month, being the salary allowed by the 
board of missions to their missionaries; they 
shali report, as soon as convenient after finish- 


ing their tour, an account of their labors and! 


apparent success, and of all other matters in- 
teresting to the missionary cause that may oc- 
cur to their observation. 

Art. 8. Anysurplus funds which may at any 
time be possessed by the society, shall be paid 
over to the Missionary fund of the General 
Assembly, at the discretion of the standing 
cominittee. (Should there be no missionary 
eround within the limits of any suciety, it is re- 
c muended that all the funds be paid into the 
missionary fund of the general assembly.) 


Art. S. The formation of Missionary Asgo- | 


Ciatious, to aid the funds of this society, shail 


be promoted by its inembers whenever an op-| 


portunity offers; and it shall especially be the 
duty of missionaries supported by this society, 
to oneavor to form such associations wherever 
it gave be practicable. 

Art.40. Any ..ssociation of persons (male or 
female) who shall contribute to this society ten 
Jo!ovs, shall have the privilege of sending one 
fepoty to the Society, who shall enjoy ail the 
vpovilwesof any other member; and for every 
ad onal ten dollars. they shall havea right to 
ap! int another representative. 

\rt. 14. This constitution may be altered at 


any enoual mecting of the society, by a vote of 


the majority of all the members, or of two thirds 
ofthe members present. 

Assoon as twelve subscribers shall be obtain- 
ed, the society shall be considered as formed ; 


and may immediately proceed to the choice of 


its officers and standing comunittee, who sball 
serve till the day appointed in the constitution 
for the annual meeting. 


They have also published the following 
FORM OF A CONSTITUTION 
FOR A MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, 


Art. 4. This Association shall be denominat- 
ed ** The Missionary Association of _ 
Art. 2 The object of this association shall 


be to aid the funds of the Auxiliary Missionary 
Society of 








ANY ass bal 


poy ' clr funds luimediately into the Missiona- 


» at which meeting) 


cons render it more convenient to 


{| 62 | 

mended that thié article should be formed AC- | 

cordingly. ] 
Art. 

rate of 










ny person paying annually at the 
nt per week, shall bea member of 
ion. 5 

| The subscriptions shall be paid’ 
‘monthly, or quarterly, or half yearly, or an- 
‘nually, as the association may determine. 

Art. 5. The Association shall meet annually 
at —& on the day of gat which time 











tee consisting of three persons; and read any 
missionary report or journal that may be sent 
by the Auxiliary Missionary Society, or any 
piece of missionary intelligence of an interest- 
ing nature that may be procured. 








cure subscribers and donations. 

Art. 7. ‘The committee shall be charged with 
the business of collecting the money due frora 
the members, and paying what they collect to 
the treasurer. 


‘they shall choose a ‘Treasurer, and a Commit- | 


Art. 6. It shall te the duty of all the mem} 
bers, and particularly of the committee, to pro- f 
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7 ADDRESS. 

In compliance with an order of the Susquehan.- 
na Bible Society, the following Uis: ourse 
was delivered ata meeting of said 5. ie'y, 
held in Milton. October 24st, 1818, by the 
Rev. Joux Bryson, and published in the 
Religious Muscum, in obedience to the or- 
der of said Society. 

For thou hast magnified thy werd above all 

thy name.”—Psalm cx xxviii. 2. 

Names are used for the sake of distinction, 
and sometimes besides ihis, to express the na- 


jture and properties of the thing named. Al} 


the names by which God has been pleased to 
call himself are sacred and significant: And 
by them he doubtless, not only designs to dis- 
tinguish himself from all his creatures: but also 
to display to them his nature and glorious per- 
fections. If such therefore, be the design of 
the names by which God has cuosen te denomi- 
nate himself, they must be ail magnificent. they 








‘received ten dollars, he or she shall pay it over 


Art. 8. As soonas the treasurer shall have |! 





‘end it shall be the duty of the treasurer to re- 
i port to every annual meeting of the association 
‘the amount of all monies received and paid. 
Art. 9. If the association shall be disposed 
to exercise their privilege, they shall, at the 
annual meeting, appoint their deputy or depa- 
ties to attend the next annual mecting of the 
Auxiliary Missionary Society. 
Art.10. As soon as ten subscribers shall be 
obtained, the Association may proceed to choose 
their treasurer and committee, who shall serve 
till the day appointed in the constitution for the 
annual meeting. 





a 
| BIBLE SOCIETIES. 
| THE SUSQUEHANNA BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The second annual meeting of this society 
was held in Milton, on Wednesday last. 

Agreeably to appointment, the Rev. John 
Bryson delivered an address founded upon the 
138th Psalm and 2d verse. 

he minutes of the Board of Managers con- 
taining a history of their proceedings since the 
last annual meeting were read. From which it 
appeared that. by virtue of the discretionary 
| power vested in them by the society, they have 
given to the Philadelphia Bible Society $350. 

The following gentlemen were eiected offi- 
cers of the society for the ensuing year: 


President.....Rev. John B. Patterson. 
Vice Presidents.....Rev. Thomas Hood, 
Charles Hall, Esq. 
| Gen. Danl. Montgomery. 
Corresponding Sec’ry.. Rev. R. F. N. Smith. 
Recording Secretary...Samucl Hepburn, Esq. 
Treasurer....Mr. James P, Sanderson. 
4 Lay Managers....Messrs. Wm. Baird, Saml. 
Bond, John Boyd, John Chesnut, Thos. Cling- 
an, Lewis Dewart, James Donaldson, James 
Hammond, Thomas Howard, John Ireland, An- 
} drew M+Clenachan, Robert MsCay, John Mur- 
ray, David Rittenhouse, Robert Simington and 
David Watson, 
Since the last annual report the Treasurer 
has received 
58 English Bibles, and distributed 75, and 
has still on hand 42. 
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hand 35. 
120 English New Testaments, and distri- 


[Should the local situation of 42 German Bibles and distributed 7, on 
j 





cy fund of the General Assembly, it is recom- 


buted 65, on hand 85, 





‘to the treasurer of the Auxiliary Missionary | 


must be all glorious. For God is an infinitely 
great and glorious God. Lo show the respoet 
iwhich he himself pays to bis names, and re- 
i quires us to pay to them, he has placed the 
third commandment of the Decalogue as a fence 
avound them, concluding with an awful com- 
mination against those who have the hardihood 
to break it. ‘Thou shalt not take the name of 
‘tee Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh Ins name in 
vain. Ex. xx. 7. 

Now, if such be the respect God pays to his 
name, and requires us to pay toit, how high in 
his estimation, think ye, does his word stand, 
and how high ought it also to stand in ours, 








Which our text aeclares he has magnified above 
all hisname! This single passage of Scripture, 
which shows us the high estimation in which 
Gold holds his word, and the honor he puts ap- 
on if, iscertainly a sufficient warrant for us, to 
esteem it with David better unto us than thous- 
ands of gold and silver. The law of thy nouth, 
said David, is better unto me than thousands of 
gold andsilver. Ps.44£9, 72, 

What I design in farther discoursing upon 
this subject is, 

I. To show what we are to understand by 
the name of God, and what by his word, and 
some of the principal properties of the latter, 
which our text declares he has magnified above 
all his name. 

II. ‘To show some of the principal ways in 
which God has magnified, and still does mag- 
nify his word. 

) Il. To show that it is our duty to imitate 
ya in magnifying his word, and some princi- 





pal ways in which we ought todoit. Which 
ast head [shall treat, with a special respect to 
tte present occasion of our meeting together at 
this time. 

I am, therefore, according ta the method 
proposed, 

I. To show what we are to understand by 
‘hang name of God, and what by his word, and 

some of the principal propertics of the latter, 
which our text declares has magnified above all 
his name. 

The names by which God, in his word, has 
chosen to call himself are various and expres- 
sive. Their multiplicity arises from the ina- 
dequacy of any single term, fully to display the 
nature and perfections of the great subject.— 
|} Even the name Jehovah, the same with I am 
that Lam, or I will be what I will be, that name 
of God, which is uncommunicable to any crea- 
tures, and of all the names by which he hes 






























seen pleased to call himself the most compre-| 
hensive, signif, ing that he is self-existent, ab- 

soiutely independent, eternal, and the cause of 
existence to all creatures, is for this reason of- | 
ten joined in scripture with other words, as Je-| 
hovah-Jireh, the Lord will see, or provide ; Je- 
hovah-nisi, the Lord is my banner; Jehovah- 
Shalom, the Lord will perfect or send peace. 


The Jews had an astonishing veneration for 
thismame. ‘Their Rabbies tell us. that they 
never named it, but once a year, onthe great 
day of atonement, andt hat even then it was 
only named by the High-priest in pronouncing 
the benediction, upon the great congregation, 
in doing which he said three times Jehovah 
bless you. Immediately upon his saying which, 
the whole assembly bowed the knee, and fell 
down in the humblest prostration, saying, and 
bicssed be bis glorious name forever and ever. 


God’s Old-Testament name, as it peculiarly 
respected his church, was the God of Israel. 
And his new-Testament name in the same res- 
pect, is the God and the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. In a word, by the name of God, 
we ave to understand every thing, whereby it 
has pleased him to make his nature and glori- 
gus perfections known. 


2. By the word of God which our text de 
clares he has magnified above all his name, 
some good commentators understand Christ.— 
And it cannot be denied that he is so called by 
the Evangelist John, in the beginning of his 
Gospel. In the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was Gad. 
John 1 4. And he is with propriety so called, 
not only because he is himself the great subject 
matter of all scripture, the sum and the sub- 
stance, both of the Old and the New Testa- 
ments, but becaus* he is the spring or sourc 
from which all that Revelation of God’s will 
woe which we are favored, proceeds. No man 
hath seen God at any time ; the only begotten 
son. which is in the bosem of the Father, he 
hati declared him. John4.48. 


Bi: though this sense of the passage is not 
altcogetiicr to be excluded, Lapprehend, we are 
particularly to understand by the word of Gud, 
which he has magnified above all his name, not 
so mach Christ the essential as the scriptures, 
the written word of God. These are divided 


jnto the Law and the Gospel, and they may be 


thusdistinguished. Whatever good is required 


to be done, or evil avoided by us, belongs to 
And whatever goud is promised to 


the Law. 
be given to, or bestowed upon us, belongs to the 
Gospel. 

Now some of the principal properties of the 
word of God taken as an whole are, that it is 
Holy, Just, Good, true, perfect. and permanent 
or eternal. From God it emanates, and ifso, 
to God from whom it emanates it must bear 
a striking similitude. ‘The words of the Lord 


are pure words: as Silver tried in a furnace of 


earth, purified seven times. Ps. 12. 6. & the 


Lord speak righteousness, I declare things that 
Wherefore the Law is 


are right. Is. 43. 19 
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and 
good. Rom. Ze 12. 


And if the Law be good, 


[| 63 ] 


Bibles and ‘'estaments in the german language 
has been obtained. Any member of the board 
of managers can procure eifher personally or 
by order a few copies, on application to Mr. 
Sanderson. 


bs 
FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY. 


A female Bible Society has lately been or- 
ganized in the Presbyterian Congregation of 
Derry, Columbia county. This is the second 
auxiliary to this Institution. 


=> oe 


BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
FOURTEENTH ANNIVERSARY. 
( Continued from page 58 ) 
The Rev. Dr. Hendevscn.—** My Lord, in ris- 
ing to second this Resolution, fof thanks to 
the committee) f sincerely rejoice in the oppor- 
tunity which it affords me, of redeeming the 
pledge which I bave given to various Bible 
Societies, and numerous individual friends of, 
this Institution, in different parts of the North 
of Europe. That pledge, my Lord, consists | 
ina promise that on retarning to my native | 
country, and especially if f should have the hon- | 
orof addressing the Parent Society b woulll ex-| 
press to you, my Lord, as its revered president, 
ihe igh sense of gratitude, and of obligation, 
with which they are penetrated, for the noble 
example which you have set them, in the estab- 
jishmentof Bible Societies ; for the encouraging 
and animating letters, which you have exchang 
ed with them, in the course of your correspou- 
dence ; and above all, for the liberal and mu- 
nificent aid, with which you have encouraged 
and assisted their exertions ; and for that rich 
supply of copies of the holy scriptures, with 





those kingdoms. I regret, wy Lord that they 
}should have chosen an interpreter, so little com- 
petent to convey to this assembly, an adequate 
idea of their gratitude; but if the smallest 
weight can be attached to the plain, uavarnish- 
ed, and simple testimony of an eye witness; 
and iffis statement of facts which have come 
ander bis own observation, can in any measure 


the friends of this Institution. of the great 
good resulting ftom foreign operations of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society ; most cheer- 
fully do [come forward to furnish you with 
that testimony. 

‘6 It is, TE doubt not, my Lord, still fresh in 
the memory of many now present, that in the 
year 1814, [ proceeded, at the request of the 
committee of this Society, to the distant Islaud 
of Iceland, for the purpose of distributing your 
bounty among its werthy, but necessitous in- 
| habitants. We had been accustomed to hear 
of the early and successful application of the 
Icelanders to the study of literature, and of the 
asylum which their Island afforded to the scien- 
ces, at a period when the darkes: gloom covered 
the rest of thé European horizon. And it is a 
fact which forms a perfect anomaly in the his- 
tory of our species, that in spite of all the phys- 


much more the Gospel, the very meaning of||ical evils with which they have been visited, 


which word is, good tidings. 


making wise the simple. Ps. 19. 7. 
word of the Lord endaureti: forever. 


Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth. John 47. 
a7. ‘The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
ihe soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
But the 
And this 


the Icelanders are still attached to learning, 
and may at present boast of a strength and 
acuteness of intellect, and a stock of general 
knowledge, superior to what we meet with 
among people of similar circumstances in any 





isthe word which by the Gospel is preached 


other part of the civilized world. And this, my 





into you. &. Pet. 1.25.—[ To be Gontinued.} 


Lord, must appear the more surprising, wien 


we reflect, that there does net exist a single 


We are glad that at length a small supply of} 





which you have provided the inhabitants of 


tend to strengther a conviction in the minds of 





school for children in that Island. But though 
there is neta scuool for the tuition of youth, 
yet itis a remarkable fact, that there isscarcely 
to be found a boy, ora girl, who has reached 
the age of nine or ten years, that cannot read 


and write with facility. 1 mention this, my 
Lord, to show how well the Icclanders were 


qualified for making a due and proper applica- 


tion of that gift which wasconferred on them 
by your bounty. During the winter which 1 
was obliged to spend among tiem, I found that 
these copies of the scriptures, which bad been 
brought ints. circulation, were perused every 
evening, in the family circle. Passages of the 
Old Testament were read by some good read-r 
in the family, »-hile they were engaged at werk 5 
and after the occupations of the evening were 
brought toa close, the sacred volume was then 
employed at their family devotions, 

*s the spirit of joy and gratiiude displayed 
by the Icclanders, on receiving copies of the 
word of God, Thave also had repeated oppur- 
tunities of witnessing in other countries of the 
north of Europe: and if it were necessary to 
add any thing to the interesting details, that 
have been laid before you this day, relative to 
Denmark and Sweeden, I would simply advert 
to one circumstance, which 1s, the celebration 
ifthe Vhird Anniversay of the Reformation 
by Luther. ‘Phisevent appears to have called 
the aitention of thousands, and tens of thou- 
sands, in the Lutheran @hurch, to the impor- 
tance of the holy scriptures ; and L may men- 
tion one fact, which, FT doubt not, will prove 
gratifying to your iordship, and this company, 
that by order of the Swedish government, a 
collection was made, on the day of Jubilee in 
every church throughout that kingdom, for the 
purchase and distribution of bibles among the 
poorer part of the population. 

‘It is noless remarkable, my Lord, thar 
vratifying, to be able to assert, that from tiis 
favoured spot, where we are now asse.:bled, 
to the capital of the Russian dominions, all wish 
well to the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
That whole extent of country constitutes Bi- 
ble Society ground. It is impossible for any 
friend of the Bible Society, to proceed to Peters- 
burgh, either by the northern route through 
Sweden, or the southern shores of the Baltic, 
without meeting with a Bible Society, an Aux- 
iliary Society, a Branch Society, or a Bible 
Association, in every town of any note through 
which he passes. And on his arrival in the 
Metropolis of that vast Empire, what a specta- 
cle is presented to his view, by. the committee 
of the Russian Bible Society! He there be- 
holds a number ofindividuals of the most dis- 
tinguished rank in the empire, combining their 
talents and energies for the furtherance of that 
great object, to promote which we are this day 
assembled> That Society. which was first es- 
tablished through your encouragement, and 
your aid, | am happy to say, from what I saw 
myself, is goingon from strength to strength. 
The most potent Auxiliary Societies have been 
formed in the central towns of the different 
governments, of which, few claim greater at- 
tention than that formed at 'Tobolsk, in the 
very heart of Siberia, a portion, of the globe 
which was once thonghtto be impenetrable to 
the scriptures ; yet,in the very centre of that 
‘most interminable wilderness, has the « Rose 
of Sharon been planted with every prospect of 
prolific effect. 

{Here Dr. Henderson proceeded to give a circumstan- 
tial account of a strong impression made ontwo Tartar 




















Noblemen, by reading the Gospel ef St. Matthew in the 
Calmuck dialect. 
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‘¢Mfy Lord, it aiso appears, that the Spirit 
of Goad is paving the way for the introduction 
Of our exertions into Mahometan countries. 
\ young man lately visited Urenburg, where 
4e received a copy of the Fartar New Testa- 
ment, which, there has been reason to hope, has 
been blessed to his conversion. He and his 
parent had paid a visit to the Tomb of the 
Prophet, and afterwards retired into Egypt, 
Where his father died at the advanced age of 105 
years. Perceiving death approach, he called 
his son to him, and said, * Son, if thou wilt be 
happy, follow my advice: there is one book, 
and one book alone, which contains the only 
directions for the attainment of true felicity, 
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writing, invented by Aeran Dschimba Chutuk- {] of God in the hearts of these men having or- 


‘tu but formed after the pattern of the Mongol 
‘letters; whereas the other Mongol tribes have 
retained the ancient characters, which have al- 
so been the original of the Mandshurish letters. 
It happened providentially, that a well 
known book on religion, in the Calmuc language 
was fuundin the Mongol Horde, which tad be- 
longed to a Saisang (nobleman,) who had ac- 
companied the Torgot Horde, and died on the 
road when they emigrated from the river Wol- 
ga to China. 
The commissiou to decypher the Gospel 
was now given to two Saisangs of the Chorin 
ian Burats, who so diligently applied theinselves 





that book is the New Testament.’ The copy 
of the New ‘Testament, which had been pat 
into his hands, is one of those printed at the 
expense ef the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, 

_* Tcannot sit down my Lord, without assu- 
ring you and the meeting, of the sincere pleas- 
ure, it gives, me, to witness the growing inter- 
est thatisexcited on behalf of the great object 
of this Institution; and Ido this the rather, 
because Lam soon to proceed to foreign coun- 
tries, to report what is doing in my native Isl- 
and, in furtherance of this great cause; ani 
when, my Lord, in the course of ashort period, 
Eshall havearrived at the place of destination, 
an Astrachan ; or when L am crossing the vast 
steppes of independant Tartary, in order to 
carry to distant nations, the fruits of your be. 
nevolent exertions, with what feelings of grati- 
tude and delight, shall [ not then be able to 
look back to this happy day! And especially, 
if with this idea IL shall be enabled to combine 








to the work, tiiat they were soon enabied gen- 
erally to explain its contents to their suppert- 
ors. This excited so much curiosity, that the 
Head Lama of the Mongols, Bandida Chambo 
Dansang Gowang Toki Dschamzu, and the 
Prince of the Chorinian Burats, Galsang Mar- 
day, each among his own people, of their own 
accord, made a collection amounting to up- 
wards of 11,000 rubles, (4550), which they pla- 
ced at the disposal of our Bible Society, on 
conditicn that the Gospel of St. Matihew, 
and if possible, other books of the New ‘Testa- 
ment, might be translated into their language, 
and printed in their character. 

This gave occasion to several conferences, 
to consider how their wish might be complied 
with ; and, at length, the matter being refer- 
red to a subcommittee, of which [ was appoin- 
ted a member. I proposed to send fur 4 or 2 
learned Mongols or Burats, to undertake the 
work; which being unanimously opproved, 
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iginated together with himself, I left the whole 
entirely to him, without intermeddling in the 
least.—[To be Continued. ]} 
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Pennsylvania, ss. 
WILLIAM FINDLAY. 


In the name and by the authority 
of the commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, 

By WILLIAM FINDLAYF, 
Governor of the said Commonwealth, 


A PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS it is a dictate of reason and a 
duty enjoined by the Scriptures of Truth, to 
acknowledge our obligations and offer up 
thanks to Almighty God, for benefits conferred 
and calamities averated. [ have therefore 
deemed it proper to issue this proclamation, re- 
commending that THURSDAY, the 19th of 
November next, be set apart by all denomina- 
tions of Christians within the Commonwealti 
for THANKSGIVING and PRAYER; and that 
they abstain, as far as practicable, on that cay 
from their worldly avocations, and assemisto at 
their respective places of public worship, and 
unite in devout PHANKFULNESS to the AUTHUR 
of every good and perfect gift, for the biess- 
ings of peace; the general prevalence of 
health; the exemption from famine and pesti- 
lence; the fruitful seasons ; the religious and 
civil privileges that we enjoy ; and, above all, 


(SEAL.) 





Prince Galitzin sent a requsition to this effect 





another, that the prayers of the friends of the 
Bibic Society are ascending to heaven in behalf 
of its agents, who are employed in foreign 
parts, that the Great Head of the church would 
endow them with wisdom and prudence, with 
zeal, forcvitude, and perseverance; enabling 
them to go forward in their exertions for usher- 
ing in that happy, that glorious period, the 


dawn of which, we trust. we have already be- | 


held > when *the tight of the moon shall be as 
the light ofthe sun, and the light of the sun 
ahali be seven fold, as thelight of seven days.” 


* The following letter sets in a striking point of view 
this partof Dr. Henderson’s speech : 


Conversion of two young Mongolian Nobles. 
‘Lie Rev. Isaac Jacob Schmidt, of the church 


of the United Brethren. and Treasurer of the 


Bible Society at Petersburg, has transmitted 
to the islder’s Conference of the Unity, a very 


aemarkable account of the manner in which the 
etudy of the Gospel of St. Matthew was, under 
the Divine blessing, made the means of con- 
version to two Saisangs, nobles or princes, of 


the Mongolians. 
This account is dated March 7, 1818. 


‘+ Having finished printing the first edition 
of the Gospel according to St. Matthew in the 
Calmuc language, copies of it were sent to Si- 
beria, to the civil governor of Irkutsk, Nicolai 
1. ‘Treskin, a counsellor of state to his impe- 


rial mayesty 5 which he most judiciously direc 


ted fo be distributed among the Selenginskish 


Morgols and the Chorinian Burats. 
As the above-mentioned governor, on distrib 


uling the translated Gospel, had required 
an opinion of the Princes of these people res- 


pecting it, (hey took all possible pains to un 


di "s and its contents; which proved a very 
difficult task, as the Calmucs have a new, im- 
proved, and much more distinct manner of 


to the civil governor at Irkutsk. 

The choice of the Chiefs of the Horde fell up- 
on the two Saisangs who had been already 
employed. The elder is called Siasana Nomtu, 
chief of the tribe of Chuwahsay, of about 3000 
inales 3; and the younger, Saisang Badma chief 
ofthe Charnagay tribe, having about 3000 
males. 

‘The two Saisangs soon set out from the Chi- 
nese frontier for St. Petersburg ; and arrived 
herein the beginning of Dec. 1817. Passing 
through Moscow, they had the honor to be pre- 
sented to the emperor, who encouraged them 
in the most condescending terms, to proceed in 
thework. Here the Bible Society furnisied 
them with suitable lodging; and the care of 
them was committed to me. They likewise 
brought recommendatory letters from the up- 
per chiefs tome; expressing the great and anx- 
ious concern they felt for the welfare of the two 
Saisangs ; and declaring that they were the 
best and most sensible men among tbeir people. 

Having regulated their affairs in their new 
situation they commenced their labours with 
unbounded zcal. Before they began their 
translation, they formed extracts of parts of dif- 
ferent chapters, the meaning and spirit ol which 
they could not understaud. ‘These they brought 
to me, and begged for an interpretation, which 
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me 








able to do. 


by the power of the Gospel. 





the knowledge, but also in the personal ap 





i gave themin the best possible manner I was | 


Here appeared the work of the Spirit of God, 
They listened 
with silent attention; their countenances be- 
came serious: they gave no particniar signs 
of approbation ; but said, in a solemn tone, fall 
of gentle emotion, that they now understood it. 
They visited me twice or thrice a week, always 
bringing their work with them; and, at each 
visit, perceived their progress, not only in 
pli- 
cation of the Gospel. The work of the Spirit" land, (Pa.} 





for the cheering messages of grace and salva- 
tion by the Redeemer: and that they implore 
through his merits, that we may be cleansed 
from the defilement of sin, ‘ the reproach of any 
people,’ and be united to Him by a true and liv- 
ing faith, and clothed with ‘that righteous- 
ness which exalteth a nation;’ that the enjoy- 
ment of our spiritual and temporal blessings 
may be continued, with a due sense of our ob- 
ligations to, and humble dependence on, the D1- 
VINE Sources from which they flow. 


Given under my hand and tne great seal of 
the state at Harrisburg, this 15th day of 
October, in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen, and 
of the commonwealth the forty- third. 

By the Governor, 


a 


JAMES TRIMBLE, 


Deputy Secretary. 











‘I'he Governor of the State of New York has 
also recommended a day of ‘Thanksgiving and 
Prayer. 
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ANECDOTE. 


An old Lady in Franklin county some years 
ago had some disagreement with her minister. 
Some time afterwards the winister overtaking 
her on her way to church said, ** 1 thought yeu 
would not attend church.” She replied, * Dr. 


» if I fall out with you, I don’t fall out with 
the ordinances of God.”’ 











——ae 


(f The MUSEUM, is published, for the 
| Editor, by Henry Frick, at the Office of the 
Miltonian, Milton. 


Terms of Subscription, Two Dollars per ane 
num, payable in advance. 


*,* All communications (free of postage, 2 
to be directed to the Editor, at Northumber-: 


























